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Abstract 

 

It has been over decades that English language coursebooks used widely 

among the non-English speaking countries are produced by native English speakers 

from the UK or the USA. These native English speaker-made coursebooks or global 

coursebooks are believed to facilitate local teachers and learners in the classroom; 

however, local teachers, in particular Thai teachers, find it difficult to understand the 

culture embedded in these coursebooks which leads to ineffective English language 

teaching. Nevertheless, the use of global coursebooks, which aims to cater for 

everyone but often ends up satisfying no one, especially in the Asia-based learner 

classroom context has become an issue during the past decade (Tomlinson and 

Masuhara, 2004). 

The culturally-themed lessons were designed and piloted before trying out 

with 157 ninth-grade students from schools based in Bangkok. The following schools 

are: (1) Thai school ranked the top in 2010 O-NET (Ordinary National 

Educational Test), (2) Thai school ranked the bottom in 2010 O-NET, (3) English 

program school, and (4) international school. Quantitative data were collected 

through questionnaire after the culturally-themed lesson was taught by the researcher 

to 157 student participants. For qualitative data, 8 Thai English-teachers from the 

four schools mentioned earlier were interviewed individually after they observed the 

class and inspected the culturally-themed lesson. 

The results of this study showed that both respondents from the questionnaire 

and the interview had high levels of satisfaction towards the culturally-themed lesson. 

Both Thai students and non-native Thai students were highly satisfied with the 

lesson. They found the lesson both interesting and valuable. Thai teachers of English 

who participated in this study were also satisfied with the lesson as well. They prefer 

to teach English through the Thai cultural context because it makes them feel more 

confident teaching English based on such Thai cultural theme. The culturally-themed 

lesson can thus overcome western culture barriers and is able to motivate students 

with familiar contexts. Besides, learners whose mother tongues are not Thai can 

definitely gain insights in Thai culture with this culturally-themed lesson as well. 
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